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Ariel Beery 
 
Ariel Beery is the co-founder and director of 
the PresenTense Group, as well as editor 
and publisher of PresenTense Magazine 
and co-founder of the PresenTense Institute 
for socially-minded entrepreneurs. A widely-
published columnist in over a dozen papers 
around the world including the Forward, the 
London Jewish Chronicle, the Jerusalem 
Post and Haaretz, Ariel teaches and lectures 
at conferences worldwide, focusing on 
issues pertaining to the Jewish People, 
Zionism, and the impact of the Information 
Age on human communities. 
 
A summa cum laude graduate of Columbia 
University and a graduate student at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary in Jewish 
Philosophy, receiving a Masters in Public 
Administration from New York University in 
Nonprofit Management and a Masters in 
Judaic Studies, Ariel was named one of the 
10 Jews to Watch by the World Jewish 
Digest, along with Facebook's founder Mark 
Zuckerberg and New York Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and was a finalist in the Brandeis 
University search for a Visiting Professor for 
Jewish Communal Innovation. 
 
Ariel Beery is a native and resident of New 
York City. 
His grant proposal, with Aharon Horwitz, is 
on expanding PresenTense Magazine and 
the PresenTense Institute for Creative 
Zionism to form a corps of forward-thinking 
social and communal pioneers, specially 
trained for the Information Age. 

Aharon Horwitz 
 
Aharon Horwitz is the co-founder and 
director of the the PresenTense Group and 
the co-founder of the PresenTense Institute 
for socially minded entrepreneurs. He has 
founded and directed initiatives in 
technology and community such as 
MavenHaven.com as well as in the area of 
student programming, such as the Azure 
Student Journals Project. Aharon speaks 
regularly within the Jewish Community and 
consults on student programming, strategic 
planning, and innovative marketing.  
 
A 2004 graduate of Columbia University, he 
studied Political Science and Arabic and has 
published and been cited on the subject of 
suicide terrorism. He volunteers for the 
Jerusalem based social justice 
organizations B'Maaglei Tzedek and 
Atzum's Task Force on Human Trafficking 
and is a recipient of the World Zionist 
Organization's Herzl Prize. 
 
Aharon Horwitz is a resident of Jerusalem, 
and native of Cleveland, OH. His grant 
project proposal, with Ariel Beery, is on 
expanding PresenTense Magazine and the 
PresenTense Institute for Creative Zionism 
to form a corps of forward-thinking social 
and communal pioneers, specially trained 
for the Information Age. 
 



 

 
 
Dr. Betsy Dolgin Katz 
 
Dr. Betsy Dolgin Katz is the North American Director of the Florence Melton Adult Mini-
School, a project of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. She is a teacher of adults in a 
variety of venues and a mentor to those specializing in adult education. Formerly the 
Director of the Departments of Adult and Family Learning and Reform Education for the 
Community Foundation for Jewish Education and the Board of Jewish Education, Betsy 
was a founder and Educational Director of the Dolores Kohl Jewish Teacher Center. 
   
Betsy is a member of the Board of Directors of the Covenant Foundation and past 
chairperson of the Coalition for the Advancement of Jewish Education (CAJE) and the 
Alliance for Adult Jewish Learning (AAJL).  She serves on the Education Committee and 
the Curriculum Task Force of Chicagoland Jewish High School.  She is a mentor for 
Masters Students at Spertus Institute of Jewish Studies and a consultant to the Jewish 
Early Childhood Education Initiative (JECEI). 
 
In 2002, Betsy was named by the Forward as one of the fifty most influential Jewish 
leaders in North America.  She has written on adult Jewish learning and taught 
extensively in North America and Israel.  She attended the University of Michigan and 
Ohio State University and earned her Doctorate in Education at the University of 
Cincinnati.  Her writing includes Let a New Light Shine, a book on teaching Jerusalem.  
A contributor to various publications, her latest book, The Adult Jewish Education 
Handbook:Planning, Practice, and Theory, written with Roberta Lewis Goodman was 
published  in 2004. 
 
Betsy Dolgin Katz is a resident of Highland Park, Illinois. Her grant proposal, which 
draws on the philosophy of Franz Rosenzweig as well as her long and distinguished 
career in the field, is on writing a book about the development of adult Jewish learning 
against the backdrop of contemporary America society.  
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Rabbi Elie Kaunfer: 
 
Rabbi Elie Kaunfer is co-founder and executive director of Mechon Hadar: An Institute 
for Prayer, Personal Growth and Jewish Study (www.mechonhadar.org). Mechon Hadar 
has created a network of dozens of grassroots religious communities – or independent 
minyanim -across the country. He co-authored the first demographic study of these 
minyanim, which was cited in the New York Times.  
 
In 2001, Elie co-founded Kehilat Hadar (www.kehilathadar.org), an egalitarian 
community in Manhattan committed to spirited traditional prayer, study and social action. 
Over the past seven years, Hadar has attracted over 2,500 people to its Shabbat and 
holiday services, weekly Beit Midrash and social action programming.  
 
In 2007, Mechon Hadar launched Yeshivat Hadar -- a full-time, independent egalitarian 
yeshiva. Within two years, Yeshivat Hadar has received 115 applications from 20 states 
and five countries and will be doubling its student body in 2008.  
 
A Wexner Graduate Fellow, Elie completed ordination and an MA in liturgy at the Jewish 
Theological Seminary, where he is continuing work on a doctorate in liturgy. Elie is a co-
founder of Limmud NY and is a member of the Jewish Emergent Group of Synagogue 
3000. He has taught for Drisha, CAJE, AJWS, Avodah, the Covenant Foundation, the 
Wexner Foundation, the Dorot Foundation and the Samuel Bronfman Foundation. A 
graduate of Harvard, he served as president of Harvard Hillel and was awarded a Dorot 
Fellowship upon graduation. Elie is a former corporate fraud investigator and analyst at 
Morgan Stanley. The Forward has named him one of 50 Top Jewish Leaders. 
 
Rabbi Elie Kaunfer is a resident of New York City. His grant proposal is about the 
expansion of Yeshivat Hadar beyond its present parameters, allowing the institution to 
have a national and potentially global influence. 
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Rabbi Dov Linzer 
 
Rabbi Dov Linzer is the Rosh HaYeshiva and Dean of Yeshivat Chovevei Torah 
Rabbinical School. Rabbi Linzer studied for many years at Yeshivat Har Etzion, was a 
member of Yeshiva University’s Gruss Kollel Elyon, and received his ordination from the 
Israeli Rabbinate.   He is a recipient of the Javits Graduate fellowship, and a doctoral 
candidate in Religion at Columbia University.  
 
Rabbi Linzer headed the Boca Raton Kollel for the first two-and-a-half years of its 
existence, giving classes to the rabbis of the Kollel, and lecturing throughout the South 
Florida communities.  He has published halakha and philosophical articles in Torah 
journals and lectures widely at synagogues and conferences on topics relating to 
Halakha, Orthodoxy, and modernity.    
 
Rabbi Linzer spearheaded the development of the YCT Rabbinical School curriculum 
into an innovative four year ordination program which provides its students with rigorous 
halakhic study and sophisticated professional training in the context of a religious 
atmosphere which cultivates openness and inclusiveness.   In addition to overseeing the 
Yeshiva’s Torah curriculum, R. Linzer teaches advanced halakha in a broad range of 
areas across all four sections of the Shulchan Aruch, the Jewish code of laws. Rabbi 
Linzer teaches advanced classes in Talmud and a year-long class in Contemporary 
Challenges of Modern Orthodoxy. 
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Rabbi Dov Linzer is a resident of Riverdale, NY. His grant proposal is on the creation of 
a rabbinical school curriculum for educators, allowing the Orthodox rabbinate to gain 
enhanced pedagogical training, so that they are better trained to be Day School 
educators. 

 



 
 
Rabbi Menachem Schmidt: 
 
Menachem Schmidt graduated The Peddie School  in 1972, Newhouse School of 
Communications at Syracuse University in 1976, and received rabbinic ordination  in 
1980 Tomchei Temimim Lubavitch in Montreal. He was appointed by Rabbi Abraham 
Shemtov to work in Philadelphia as an emissary of the Lubavitcher Rebbe at the 
University of Pennsylvania. That year, he and his wife Chava founded Lubavitch House 
at the university, where he is still a hands-on executive director.  
 
Rabbi Schmidt aided in founding many of the Chabad Lubavitch centers in the Delaware 
Valley and other institutions in the Philadelphia area including co-founding the Jewish 
Relief Agency and The Steinhardt Neubauer Jewish Heritage Programs (JHP), a project 
of the Cayne Heritage Foundation.  JHP was a pioneer in peer to peer campus outreach 
and mentoring of college students by community professionals. That program has now 
expanded to ten campuses. He has been instrumental in creating the national network of 
Chabad Houses on campus. This eventually became the Chabad on Campus 
International Foundation, which has been in the forefront of building over 100 Chabad 
Houses on campuses nationally and more internationally. Rabbi Schmidt presently 
serves as its president. 
 
Rabbi Schmidt is also a musician and he plays lead guitar in the Baal Shem Tov chasidic 
rock band. Most recently he was the impetus behind creating The Old City Jewish Art 
Center in Philadelphia, which he also directs. The Old City Jewish Art Center hosts the 
“First Friday Shabbos” events, which have become a local legend, drawing crowds every 
month.  
 
Rabbi Menachem Schmidt is a resident of Philadelphia. His grant proposal is on 
expanding innovative Jewish programming in the Philadelphia area. 
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